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What does the Lord rcquirc of you?
To do Justicc, love mercy and walk /-lumb/y with your God.
Micah 6:8

First Baptist Church, DeWitt Park,

Congregational Meeting May 17th

P.O. Box 254, Ithaca, NY 14851
607-273-5800

Following Worship on May 17%, the

. . congregation will continue to discuss and
T/?\?valv;::s(?tfzrl'tzi;ﬂhnia or vote on changes to our Constitution and
' P 01 ; By-Laws proposed by the Constitution/By- 4 1
A note from Rev. Richard RoseE LawstOmmittee. Everyone is welcome to s
attend.

Dear Ssters and Brothers,

Very comforting and hopeful words are found in both the
Book of Isaiah 2:2-4 and Micah 4:1-4.
your consideration the longer version from the Prophet
Micah:

Micah 4:1 In daysto come
the mountain of YWHW @&* house
shall be established as the highest of the mountains,
and shall be raised up above the hills.
Peoples shall stream to it,
2 and many nations shall come and say:
@ome, let us go up to the mountain of YWHW,
to the house of the God of Jcob;
that he may teach ushisways
and that we may walk in his paths.O
For out of Zion shall go forth instruction,
and the word of YHWH from Jrusalem.
3 He shall judge between many peoples,
and shall arbitrate between strong nations far away;
they shall beat their swords into ploughshares,
and their spearsinto pruning-hooks;
nation shall not lift up sword against nation,
neither shall they learn war any more;
4 but they shall all sit under their own vines

| have included for

and under their own fig trees,
and no one shall make them afraid;
for the mouth of YWHW of hosts has spoken.

*YWHW is the English rendering of the literal Hebrew for

the word often translated into English as QORD QO

Such a beautiful vision of peace, hope and ultimate
reconciliation was not only the vision of the prophets b
isour vision of peace today. At times it seems that this

ut

vision is as far off and far-fetched as it was the day it was
written. And yet is was written in the hope that who ever
heard it or read it would be moved to embody this vision

and to live out its hope.

Certainly the reality of this vision may be a distant hope,
butitisa light to guide us none-the-less. We need such

lightsto live by, to illuminate our way, to guide our dai
steps, our thoughts and our actions.

ly

It is my hope that scriptures such as this one will fill your

heart with hope and joy and that your prayers, and
actions, will be inspired by such visions.

Peace be with you,
Rich

Monday evening Bible StudyDis currently meeting in the First Baptist library. We are considering the book
Christianity and the Social Crisis by Walter Rauschenbusch. If you are interested in this study or have any

questions, please see Rich.

“The Kingdom of God is still a collective conception, involving the whole social life of [humanity]. It is not a
matter of saving human atoms, but of saving the social organism. It is not a matter of getting individuals to

heaven, but of transforming the life on earth into the harmony of heaven.”
— Walter Rauschenbusch from Christianity and the Social Crisis pg.54
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Your resource for keeping in touch with what’s happening at First Baptist!
For a complete calendar of events and audio of weekly sermons,
check out the First Baptist Church website!
www.firstbaptistithaca.org

Spring Cleaning at First Baptist

Help clean the winter cobwebs out of First Baptist. The Spring Work Day is
May 16, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Organizer and "head taskmaster" will be Marlene

Sack. Contact her at 272-5820 or marlenesck@aol.com with questions.

Christian Education News

Adult Education

May 3 - Congregational Meeting to discuss issues
involving children; Sing-Along with Dave Evans

May 10 - Mother's Day - Brunch and Boards

May 17 - Congregational Meeting to vote on revisions to
the Constitution and By-Laws

May 24 and 31 - The (New EvangelicalismO

On May 24 and 31, we will be listening to 45 minute
episodes of (Bpeaking of Faith, ONPR® radio program
about religion, followed by discussion facilitated by Jim
Warren. In these episodes, host Krista Tippet conducts
in-depth interviews with evangelical leaders who
represent a new strain of thought and action within
evangelicalism, in which older polarizing issues (like
abortion and gay rights) are being downplayed, and
social justice, ecology, world hunger, and similar issues
are coming into their own in a dynamic way.

On May 24 we will listen to Krista® interview with Shane
Claiborne, founder of a movement called Qhe new
monasticsOin Philadelphia, a group of evangelical young
people who have established a kind of commune in one
of Phillie® worst neighborhoods. On May 31, we will hear
Krista interview Rick and Kay Warren about their
GonversionOto a social conscience.

In discussion, we will ask questions like: Can we learn
anything from these hew evangelicalsOand what they
are up to? Can we work together with them? Will they
work with us? What would it take for us to come together
as Christians in order to benefit a broken world?
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June 7 - Introduction to Living the Questions2
Series

LtQ2 is a video-based series of 21 sessions
designed for small group exploration of
progressive Christian issues. The 20-minute video
segments include conversations with leading
voices of faith, sermon and lecture clips, digital
stories illustrating aspects of an evolving faith,
and concrete spiritual practices and disciplines.
On June 7th, Pastor Rich Rose will introduce this
series during the adult education hour in
preparation for its use in the 2009-2010 church
year.

June 14 - Brunch and Boards

June 21 - Picnic

June 28 - No Adult Education

Church School News

Church School 3" Wednesday Family
Dinners
All are invited to come and share a meal, hearty
conversation and play between 5:30 and 7p.m. in
our Community Room. Remaining dates for this
event are:

May 20 June 17
Hope to see you there! Please remember to
check upcoming Bulletins and Visitors for other
Church School news and events!
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. _""" SPIRIT of PEACE CAMP: We are pleased to say Peace Camp is fully enrolled! If you are
('7 . interested, please contact Kris Scott at 273-5800 to have your child placed on our waiting list.

—

Church School Requests
Our Nursery will be in need of additional caregivers to assist Carol Fleming this year. Please sign-up
with Carol at the Nursery Area for any number of Sundays and get to know our youngest congregants. For all
who would like to volunteer to bring in a healthy snack for Church School, please contact Kris.

Lectionary Readings

Fourth Sunday of Easter ~ May 3, 2009
*Acts 4:5-12 ~ Psalm 23 ~
| John 3:16-24 ~ John 10:11-18

Fifth Sunday of Easter ~ May 10, 2009
*Acts 8:26-40 ~ Psalm 22:25-31
| John 4:7-21 ~ John 15:1-8

Sixth Sunday of Easter ~ May 17, 2009
*Acts 10:44-48 ~ Psalm 98
| John 5:1-6 ~ John 15:9-17

Ascension of the Lord ~ May 21, 2009
*Acts 1:1-11 ~ Psalm 47 or Psalm 93
Ephesians 1:15-23 ~ Luke 24:44-53

Seventh Sunday of Easter ~ May 24, 2009
*Acts 1:15-17,21-26 ~ Psalm 1
| John 5:9-13 ~ John 17:6-19

Day of Pentecost ~ May 31, 2009
*Acts 2:1-21 or Ezekiel 37:1-14
Psalm 104:24-34, 35b ~ Romans 8:22-27 or
Acts 2:1-21 ~ John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15

SPRING SING - MAY 17, 2009
ELMWOOD AVENUE BAPTIST CHURCH
230 ELMWOOD AVE, ELMIRA HEIGHTS
PHONE 607-733-2506
(JUST A BLOCK AWAY FROM THE
ELMIRA HEIGHTS THEATRE)
Join us for a fantastic day of praise and music, fellowship,
a great meal, and the mass choir's presentation
We will begin at 3:00 pm # (sharp note)!
Support this awesome day of song !

Faith in Books Weekends:
First Baptist folks contributed 21 children’s

books to this Family Reading Partnership/
A.C.T. sponsored event. Thank you!

In Appreciation...

Asagrandmother, | love watching dl the children of
First Baptist on Sundays as they interact with other
children and adults. Our children reflect the
congregation's diversity and independence, while
learning patience, sharing and respect for others. We
are so fortunate to have so many wonderful people
teaching and caring for the children. Carol Fleming, of
course, doesasuper job in the nursery. Updgairs, dulie
Costie, Lou Carlucci, and Meg Gilard are
compassionate, patient, and consistent with the large
group of active, younger kids. Janet Cotraccialeads
children's music, and dong with Jaenifer Birnbaum-
Lawrence, worked out awonderful song for the children
and choir on Pdm Sunday. Josie Zanfordino and
Tony Cotracciawork with the older kids. Next time
you see one of these teachers, thank them for their love,
time, energy and patience! -Linda Caughey

PLEASE PARDON OUR DUST!

During the coming year, many projects and repairs will taking place at First Baptist Church. Please be patient
as these tasks are completed. Office staff location and times may be different than we are normally used to. If
you have need to come to the office please call or email to be sure we are here to assist you. Parking is always
limited in the First Baptist lot. With construction and plumbing/heating repair vehicles filling our spaces to
complete our repairs and projects, the number of spaces is cut further. We ask that cars not be left in the lot
unless you are here specifically to come to First Baptist or you have contacted the staff to be sure that there will
be adequate space. We appreciate your consideration of these requests and look forward to seeing these
projects through to make First Baptist comforatble and welcoming to all.
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The Board of Missions for ABC/NYS will be conducting "listening sessions" within our Association for the purpose
of gathering input from our congregations as to what "we" are looking for in our new Executive Minister.

Below is information that may assist you in formulating the characteristics, traits, qualities and capabilities of the new
candidate.

These meetings are open to every member of all churches within the Association. You need to attend only one of the
sessions. Ruth Spencer and Don Lawrence will be moderating the sessions to be held at 2 locations as follows:

2PM Sunday May 3, 2009 7PM Sunday May 3, 2009
First Baptist Church of Corning First Baptist Church Waverly
110 East First Street 23 Tioga Street

Corning NY 14830 Waverly NY 14892

Pastor Jim Ellis Pastor Steven Reynolds
Church Phone 607-936-9514 Church Phone 607-565-9593

Executive Minister Leadership Expectations

1. Promote understanding of the identity of the region both within and externally. This task may take many forms of
have many levels including:
a. The identification of core values
b. The establishment of norms of behavior
c. The inclusion of marketing or branding activities

2. Articulate the future vision of the region. The vision of the region (which should be adopted by the board or
delegates) may also take many forms or have many levels, including:
a. Vision and Mission statements
b. Statement of purpose
c. Set of priorities
d. List of goals
e. Image or picture of the future

3. Implement the vision by working in concert with the staff, board, and volunteers (see handout related to the roles
of staff and board). Most visions will include:
a. Internal component: strengthening the local congregations and pastors to meet the needs of their
communities
b. External component: promoting shared ministries in order to meet needs beyond the reach of any single
congregation or pastor.
c. Funding component

Provide pastoral care and placement assistance for clergy as needed

5. Develop the staff team through
a. Leadership development
b. Team formation and development
c. Performance appraisal processes based upon their contributions to vision implementation.

6. Resolve conflicts (using legal and expert advice as needed) that threaten to limit the implementation of the vision.
Internal conflicts among congregations or among the staff may or may not threaten the overall vision. If they do
not, the resolving of those conflicts would fall under one of the above categories.

7. Celebrate achievements of the region and its congregations.
Read, scan, and learn about new opportunities for the region and its ministries.

9. Provide a linkage between the region and other entities such as ABCUSA, Councils of Churches, etc.
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MUSIC NOTES Mark your calendars!

May 2, 4pm, S. James AME Zion
May 3rd - ) Church Qift BEv@y Voice and SingQis a
Choir- Brother James® Air . community choral performance of the
Old Hundred- in honor of Pete Seeger’s 90™ birthday CSpiritualsOsponsored by the
May 10th- Mother's Day Community Arts Partnership and the
New Creation Singers- Let Your Love Come Down Ithaca College Linden Center Grant.
May 17 The Linden Center provides funding to

support arts projects for seniors.

Mark Lawrence, Simple Song This project is brought to seniors with

Choir - Easter anthem the support of Stel Walton Whitehead,
Hymn-More Love Arts Administrator, the Vill age,

LIVING WATERS ASSOCIATION SPRING SING in ELMIRA HTS. || | ifelong Northside Southside Senior
May 24 - Ascension Program, GIAC Senior Program, and .
Jesus My All to Heaven is Gone James AME Zion Church.

May 31 - PENTACOST

YFOFFI

Children's Mental Health Awareness Week May 3-9

According to the New York state Office of Mental Health one out of ten children suffers from a serious emotional
disturbance. Thirty percent of those children are likely to dropout of high school. Mental health problems are the most
common cause of school dropout. Suicide is the 3rd most common cause of death for children and adolescents.

Many mental health clinics across the state have shut their doors to children saying they can't afford to treat them. In
contrast, Family & Children's Service of Ithaca feels that they can't afford not to serve children. In 2008, the agency served
more than 700 children and their families. It is the only mental heatlth clinic in Tompkins County that provides services to
children under five and is the major server of all children up to age seventeen.

Now, during Children's Mental Health Awareness Week, Family & Children's Service is requesting our help to purchase toys,
books and games they use to serve children.

Some would be used in children's therapy sessions and are designed around specific issues like divorce, blended families,
or the loss of a loved one. They cannot be purchased at toy stores and can be very expensive. Other donations would be
used to purchase special games and books, as well as, in part, for "seed funds" to purchase toys for a special event Family &
Children's Service holds every year in December called FesTOYval. FesTOYval raises additional funds for children's mental
health services and for toys given to our youth services clients and their siblings during the holidays.

To send a monetary donation to Family and Children's toy drive, please send a check directly to Family & Children's
Service of Ithaca at |27 West State Street, Ithaca, NY 14850, or make out a check to First Baptist Church with Family and
Children's on the memo line.

JOIN IN INTERFAITH SHARING & CELEBRATION

AREA CONGREGATIONS TOGETHER (ACT), Ithaca's unique multi-faith community service organization
celebrates its 40th year and invites members of the Ithaca community to join in ACT's Annual Meeting on

Tuesday, May 5, from 7-9 p.m. at &. Paul's United Methodist Church. This year, ACT is pleased to welcome guests
from the Cornell Muslim Educational and Cultural Associations (MECA) and guest speaker Dr. Mossaad Abdel-
Ghany, advisor to MECA, whose talk will be entitled, "Why We Choose Islam." Light desserts, ACT awards, and a
tour of &. Paul's facility will also be featured. For more information, contact Karen Kaufmann, 257-0528.

Do you have a key to First Baptist Church that you no longer use regularly, or know someone
/FB / who has a key and no longer needs it? Itis very difficult to maintain the list of who has keys
\7;/ for each area of the church! If you have one or more and do not have a regular use of

£ ) them, please think of returning them to the church office with a note indicating who returned
¢ them so we can keep better track and won’t have to have so many made. Thank you!
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TALKING CIRCLES

The Multicultural Resource Center (MRC) has been hosting a series of facilitated Talking Circles on Race and Racism. The
talking circle is a frank, respectful dialog to provide people with an opportunity for self-reflection, sharing experiences, and
influencing each other's perspectives and attitudes. MRC brings together a diverse group of people who make a commitment
to meet together for five weekly sessions to deepen the level of our community-wide conversations on race, and to provide a
safe space for each of usto consider taking our next steps.

On Monday evenings from May 11 to lune 15 (no meeting May 25), from 6:30 to 8:30 PM, MRC will offer Talking Circles to
the larger faith-based community in Tompkins County. We ask that participants make a commitment to coming to all five
sessions. Pre-registration for the Talking Circles is required through MRC. Space is limited and sign ups will take place on a
first-come first-serve basis, with MRC taking into consideration gender and race of participantsin order to create a racially
balanced group.

The facilitators for this circle are Kirby Edmonds, Christine Barksdale and Caleb Thomas. They will email readings to the group
before the first session, and while participants are not required to read them, participants thoughts and responses are
welcome.

Over the past two years, MRC has hosted Talking Circles for more than 150 people, including Ithaca City School District
(ICSD) staff, Cornell students and staff, government officials, and community members. The feedback has been
overwhelmingly positive, with participants reporting renewed and strengthened relationships, deeper understandings of their
peers and colleagues, and a willingness to work for social change and racial equality. For more information, or to sign up,
please contact Audrey Cooper at ajc39@cornell.edu or call 272-2292, ext 135.

SECOND ANNUAXNL FBC TALENT SHOW!

Saturday, May 23rd, 6 pm in the community room.
Tickets are $5 in advance or $6 at the door.
Additional “Parable of Talent” donations are welcome.
Poetry? A song? A stand up act? A skit?
A popular talent or perhaps a lesser known one?
All are welcome.
Come enjoy dessert and entertainment at this exciting event!
Watch for the sign up sheet in the FBC foyer. Bring a friend.
For more information contact Janet Cotraccia 277-1075 or jacotrac@twcny.rr.com

The Easter Flowers that decorated our sanctuary on Easter Sunday were provided by:

Steve and Tina Hilsdorf in memory of Florence and Chester Zukowski & in honor of Ursula and

Andrew Hilsdorf~ Elizabeth Brown in memory of Janet Brown~ By Helen Freeman in memory of

Delos, Rachel and Roy Everhart~ Judy Kennison and Marlene Sack in memory of Helen Koebke

Sanford~ Tony and Janet Cotraccia in memory of Janice Cotraccia~ Stephen and Anne Farrell in

memory of Our Beloved Parents~ Susan Eymann and Tony Lister in memory of Ida Eymann and

Barbara Lister ~ Julie Ann Costie in memory of Elvera & William Costie and Anna Costie Feeney~
Gladys Diemond in memory of Zella Dennis and my husband, George Diemond~ Heather Swift, Meredith and
Emery Lawhead in memory of Ethan Swift and Alfred and Mary Ellen Swift~ Joy Weber in honor of Bronwyn
Evans, Emily Young, Kathy Rodgers, Gerri Taylor, and Rev. Dr. Virginia Mollenkott~ Joy Weber in memory of Rev.
Katie Finney, Rev. Bill Gibson, Carol Buckley, and Harriet Worden.
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May 14
May 15
May 16

May 17

May 18
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May 24
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8:15am
3:00pm
5:00pm
9:30am
10:00am
11:30am
1:00pm
7:00pm
7:00pm
7:00pm
7:00pm
8:15am
11:00am
3:00pm
9:30am
10:00am
11:30am
5:30pm
7:00pm
7:00pm
8:00pm
7:00pm
7:00pm
8:15am
9:00am
11:00am
3:00pm

May 2009 Calendar

Meditation
Parent CoOp 3-7pm

Ithaca Community Orchestra

Choir Rehearsal
Worship-Communion
Church School

Ithaca Community Orchestra

Bible Study

ACT Meeting
Contemplative Prayer
Choir Rehearsal
Meditation

Jean Radice Recital
Parent CoOp 3-7pm
Choir Rehearsal
WORSHIP

Choir rehearsal dates and times
listed on the monthly calendar are
tentative. For the most up-to-date
information, please see your choir
director, Jennifer Lawrence-Birnbaum.

Items for the weekly bulletin should
be given to the office staff no later

than the Sunday prior to the
week you wish for it to appear.

Brunch and Board Meetings

Cabinet Meeting
Bible Study

Cabinet Meeting
YFOFFI Practice
Contemplative Prayer
Choir Rehearsal
Meditation

Church Work Day
YFOFFI Practice
Parent CoOp 3-7pm

Dinner Discussion group will meet again on
Friday, May 15™ at 6:00pm. Join us for a dish to
share meal with discussion about current topics.
Please contact Linda Caughey or Barbara Fry for
details.

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING-following worship

9:30am
10:00am
11:30am
2:00pm
7:00pm
5:30pm
7:00pm
7:00pm
8:15am
11:00am
3:00pm
6:00pm
9:30am
10:00am
11:30am
7:00pm
8:00pm
7:00pm
7:00pm
8:15am
3:00pm
9:30am
10:00am
11:30am
2:00pm

Choir Rehearsal
WORSHIP

Church School
Sacred Harp Singers
Bible Study
Dinner-Church School
Contemplative Prayer
Choir Rehearsal
Meditation

YFOFFI Practice
Parent CoOp 3-7pm

THE DEADLINE FOR THE
NEXT NEWSLETTER IS

MAY 20OTH.

PLEASE HAVE ITEMS
PREPARED AND TO

Talent Show- Parable of Talents THE OFFICE BY THIS DATE

Choir Rehearsal
WORSHIP

Church School
Bible Study

YFOFFI Practice
Contemplative Prayer
Choir Rehearsal
Meditation

Parent CoOp 3-7pm
Choir Rehearsal
WORSHIP

Church School
Sacred Harp Singers

May 2009

IN ORDER FOR THEM TO
APPEAR IN THE NEXT EDITION
OF THE VISITOR.

THIS DEADLINE SHOULD BE
OBSERVED REGARDLESS OF
THE DAYS OR HOURS THE
OFFICE IS OPEN.
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2009 First Baptist Women'’s Retreat
This year@ theme, The Sacred as Relatedness: Ubuntu gave 26 participants good reason to learn, relate and grow through our
time together. Many enthusiastic responses to the retreat mentioned what a blessing it was to spend relaxed time together,
learning about each other in new ways. In addition to sharing our experience of the Sacred, many women participated in
making quilt squares to fashion a colorful quilt, which will be a gift to Mariam Keeta. In thisway we continue a close
relationship with our wonderful friends from Mali. One tangible outcome of the retreat is a new committee to look at ways
the church can better relate to and support individuals.
My thanks to all those who planned for and participated in the retreat.
Barbara Fry for the Women@® Retreat Committee: Debbie Allen, Shella Chace, Bronwyn Evans, Susan Eymann, Meg Gillard,
Louise Mudrak, and Marlene Sack
At the recent First Baptist Women's retreat, Maimouna Phelan wrote the attached poem which was inspired by the presence at
the retreat of identical twins Barbara Fry and her sister Bette Ritrona from Old Forge, NY.

Twins
In your eyes Hands together
| see myself standing and listening
caring and sharing To the deepness of waterfalls
enthusiasm and pain Past? future?
You becoming me Just right now
Me becoming you You are me
Together Twins for life | am you
Drinking at the fountain of humility Together walking through the path of Love
Your joy ismine The divine path
My pain isyours Your eyes telling me beauty
Walking together on the road Me telling you your divine presence in me
of rocky rivers Both transformed
and sandy mountains Bound together
We find ourselves Twins
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