I he Visitor May 2008

FII’ST BOprSf CthCh, DeWITT PGrI(, Whal‘ does t'he Lordrequ/}'e Ofyou’,'
P.O. Box 254, Ithaca, NY 14851
607-273-5800

fodewit t@verizon.net Micah 6:8
www _firstbaptistitha ca.org

T o do justice, love mercy and walk humbly with your God.

A note from R ev. Richard Ros eE
Dear Sisters and Brothers,

This past month our youth, led by Tony Cotraccia, participated in the 30 Hour Famine by fasting for 30 hours to
raise awareness in our community and for themselves about the continuing hunger crisis that plagues our
world. The international organization sponsoring the event is World Vision.

Traditionally an Evangelical Christian outfit, they have become more holistic in their approach recently,
emphasizing their offering of opportunities for individuals and groups to significantly impact communities around
the globe, including programs which address the pressing needs of education, health, economic development,
microfinance, agriculture, water and sanitation. This is but one example of the progression of many traditionally
Evangelical organizations, whose emphasis was solely focused on the spiritual salvation of individuals, to
adopting a wider mission of concern and care for the environment, HIV/AIDS, lack of potable water, human
trafficking, slave labor and sweatshops etc.

From the current and former Southern Baptist leaders signing a declaration calling for more action on climate
change, to Jim Wallis and Brian McLaren@ efforts to call the Evangelical community to consciousness on issues
of economic and social justice and peace, the winds of change seem to be blowing in a new direction.

Recently | spoke with Paul Rauschenbush, the great-grandson of Walter Rauschenbusch, currently a chaplain
at Princeton University. Recognizing the need for a continuing conversation between Evangelicals and Liberal
Christians, Paul is quite optimistic regarding our collective efforts toward unity on social and environmental
issues. In fact, he is planning and hosting an event at Princeton in early June called Envision: The Gospel,
Politics and the Future, which boasts a host of speakers from Liberal and Evangelical Christianity. The planning
board consists of a representative of Campus Crusade as well as a member of The Riverside Church in NYC.

Perhaps it will be through our collective and cooperative efforts that we will achieve unity, and ultimately insure
the effective and hopeful future of a Christianity committed to social and environmental (read biblical) justice.

Peace,
Rich

Monday Eveni ng Bible Study - We will continue to consider Brian McLaren’s book Everything Must
Change through May 5. The following four Monday evenings, Memorial Day excluded, will be devoted to the
study of four books of the Bible. May 12™-Ruth, May 19" -Jonah, June 2™ -Philemon, June 9™ -James. Please
come to each study having read the corresponding book. Location TBA. Please see Pastor Rich if you have any
questions or need further information.

The Pastor’s Fund, a resource to provide financial assistance to people in our congregation and community, is
in need of replenishment. If you would like to make a contribution to this fund, please write your check to the
church and indicate “Pastor’s Fund” in the memo line. Thank you!
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“The past is not av burdeny; it is ov scaffold which brought us to-this day. We are free to-be who-wes
are—to- create our oww life out of our past and out of the present. We are owr ancestors. When we
canv heal ourselves; we also-heal our ancestors, our grandmothers, owr grandfathers and ouwr

children. When we heal ourselves, we heal Mother Eawtiv.”

Rita Pitka Blumenstein, a Grandmother
International Council of Thirteen Indigenous Grandmothers

Please take a moment to check out the
First Baptist Church website!
www.firstbaptistithaca.org

New additions include recordings of the weekly scripture and sermons as well as a
new Google Calendar feature that lists all of the events going on each month. Stay
tuned for further additions in coming months that will make the website an even more
useful tool for your needs.

New Board of Edu cation Schedule
Adult education me ets most Sundays following services from 11:30-12:30

May 4- Library : Sermon Discussion led by Rev. Rich Rose. Discussion will be based on lectionary readings
and the sermon for this Sunday.

Historic Room: Renee Rose will continue a discussion of parenting and our faith. Marc Parent's
essay "The Kiss," about moments we wish we could take back and the swift forgiveness of kids, will be
the focus of this discussion.

May 11- Brunch and Board Meetings- No Adult Education

May 18- Library : Not yet decided. Stay tuned.

Histo ric Room: Renee Rose will lead a discussion of Anne Lamott's essay "Heat," about forgiving
yourself when kids push your nuclear buttons.

May 25- Library : Celtic Christianity and the Stages of Life led by Debbie Allen. In this session, we will look at
the Celtic view of the stages of life, meditate on brief scriptural phrases related to each stage and
share what they mean to us.

Historic Room: Renee Rose will lead a discussion of Marc Parent's essay "The Rabbit," about
cruelty rites in childhood.

June 1- Library - Darwinism and Social Policy. Dick Fielding will lead this discussion of ways in which the
application of Darwin's thinking to social policy has the potential to be disastrous. Copies of articles for
discussion will be available before the class.

Historic Room - Renee Rose will lead a discussion of Anne Lamott's essays "Adolescence” (about
Jesus when he was 13)and "A Man Who Was Mean to His Dog" (about loving our children at their
best, even when they are unlovable, as God does).

**Please note that June 1stis the last adult education class before the summer. A sub-committee has
been formed to do long-range planning for adult educa tion. If you are interested in bra instorming
ideas, please le t Debbie A llen know. Your help in prov iding inspirati onal and though t-provoking
programs would be greatly appreciated.**

Church School News

This SpringOs Family Church School Dinner Series will conclude with alinner on Wednesday May
21st from 5:30-6:45. Please plan to attend this casual, relaxed opportunity to share a meal, provide
input on church school, and enjoy each otherOs compag. The previous dinners have been well
attended and enjoyed by both the children and the adults. Thanks to all who have made this a
successful series.
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From the Board of Christian Education:  Parent s with children u sing the childrenOs 2 Q
table during wor ship are encoura ged to sitint he section clo sestto itto allow %J
children to ch eck in wit h them as need ed. Thank you. - A

Spirit of Peace Camp will be held again this Summer at First
" |¢ Baptist July 14th - July 18th from 9:30a.m. to 12 noon. Through
’é{' stories, music, games, activities and a service project, children
ages 4-8 will learn about living to be Peacemakers. Registration for

X
1‘_ 4 this interfaith camp is $10.00 per child. To register call 273-5800
, or email fbdewitt@verizon.net. If you are interested in helping with
this outreach project please contact Kris at 273-5800 or email
kzet@twcny.rr.com
All are Welcome to a Dish-to-Share Dinner! - The Dinner Discussion group will meet

Friday, June 6t at 6:00 p.m. for a meal. Whether you have been to this gathering before
or not, please let me know if you are interested in attending! Linda Caughey (273-7864)

Welcome to Julie and Tim Dean!
Tim and Julie come to us from Charlotte, NC, where Tim was an associate
pastor at Myers Park Baptist Church. They met in New Mexico where they

worked at a Southern Baptist summer camp. Julie is originally from
Kentucky; Tim is from all over but he claims Massachusetts most of all (Go Red Sox!) Tim is now one
of the chaplains at the Cayuga Medical Center. He will be running a summer youth camp program in
northern Indiana this summer for the Association of Welcoming and Affirming Baptists (AWAB). Julie
works at Mama Goose and is also a potter. Their daughter Ella turns 4 in May.

ek M+ Music for May & laes ZA S
AR f Early June l ¢ l'

May 4th - Jesus My All is Gone to Hea ven (Choir, plus T ony Lister, flute)
May 11th-  YFOFFI
May 18th-  Choral anthem by Beetho ven

May 25th - Brazilian song - Sally Ramirez and Doug Ro binson plus a version of John LennonOs
Omag ine®
June 1 - Setting of Psa Im 46

Our last choir Sun day w ill be June 8th (Children’ s Sunday). We wiill reprise "On Children" The children
and youth w ill also perform.

If you're interested in providing special music during the Summ er, please conta ct Jennifer Lawr ence
Birnbaum or Chr istopher Loy.

SPECIAL EVENTS

Saturday, May 10th - 9:30-12pm - Chora | conducting workshop w ith Larry Doebler at Trinity Church in
Elmira. (I will try to go!). They're look ing for singers to si ng in the choir and audien ce members.
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MyraOs Ministry
MyraQOs Nhistry is a weekly ministry provided mostly by Myra Fincher for First Baptist Church.
Each Sunday morning, we may rarely give a thought to all that takes place to prepare the sanctuary for worship,
but Myra certainly does. Due to MyraOs absencene Sunday, it became evident that all that she does before
and after worship is definitely a ministry in itself.

No, itOs not churchmice taking care of these things, but the care of a long time member that makes it all
happen. Here is a snippet of what this ministry entails: Providing water for the Pastor, obtaining the bulletins
and giving them to those who lead worship, uncovering and opening the piano, placing hymnals on front chairs,
checking each chair for ample envelopes and cards, providing crates for Kitchen Cupboard donations,
extinguishing candles, collection of devices used by congregants, and the clean up of the above mentioned
items following worship.

What an important ministry indeed! When you get a chance, please take a moment and let Myra know how
much First Baptist appreciates the care she puts into this ministry. If you would like to assist Myra in these
important tasks, please let Myra or Rev. Rose know. Thank you Myra!

The Board of Trustees has decided to discontinue the quarterly pledging statements and send out
semi-annual reports instead. Anyone wishing to know the status of their pledge at any time
during the year is always welcome to call or e-mail Marlene Sack, financial secretary, for an
update. Her number is 272-5820 and e-mail is marlenesck@aol.com This decision was made to
reduce the cost of the mailings as postage continues to go up. The majority of people who have
pledged are very diligent about staying up-to-date. This is another way we can be
environmentally conscious and leave a smaller footprint. Thanks, Marlene

Spring cleaning t ime at First Baptis t!!
Saturday, May 17, from 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.

: No experience needed - from cleaning woodwork to doing yard work, there will
be jobs suited to all abilities and ages. If you have carpentry tools, please bring

them. Donuts, coffee, and fellowship provided.
Any questions, call Judy Kennison 272-5820 or judkennison@aol.com

First Baptist is in need of three card
tables in good shape. Do you have a
card table you no longer need?
Donations of tables would be greatly
appreciated.

These are used often for coffee and

conversation gatherings as well as
other events held at the church.

/
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That's Entertainmen[!

Parable of Talents
First Baptist Talent Show!
Saturday, May 17th, 6 pm
in the community room.

Tickets are $5 in advance or $6 at the door.
Additional OParableof TalentO donationsare welcome.

Poetry? A song? A $and up act? A skit? A magic trick?
A popular talent or perhaps a lesser known one?
All are welcome.

Come enjoy dessertand entertainment
at this exciting event!

Watch for the sign up sheet in the FBC foyer.
Bring a friend!
For more information contact
Janet Cotracda 277-1075 or jacotrac@twcny.rr.com

Circle of Care is a rather informal group
of people who provide care for those in
our church family when extra support and
nurturing is needed.

This may include taking food, visiting in
the hospital or at home, providing
transportation to a doctor's appointment,
picking up medication and delivering it,
etc.

At this time, The Circle is looking for new
people who would be willing to be
contacted when some "extra love and
care" is needed by another in our church.

You could leave your name, phone
number and e-mail address with Beth in
the church office or with Amanda Ufford,

273-8719, Sue Hemsath, 272-8619 or
Louise Mudrak, 273-3825.
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Church Worship & Picnic

June 29" at 10:30 a.m.

Taughannock FallsState Park

Pavilion by the creek
Plan to bring- a large dish-
to-share, your own place
settings, chairs or blanket,
hat and sunscreen.

Directions from Ithaca- Take
Taughannock Blvd. (Rt.89)
North along the lake. When
you get to the park, go past
the main entrance to the
North Point entrance and
enter. Just before the
ticket booth you will see the
pavilion on the right.

Carpools- Since there is a
fee to enter the park ($7 per
car), carpools are
encouraged.

THERE WILL NOT BE A SERVICE
AT THE CHURCH ON JUNE 29%" 11
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May 2008 Calendar

For information about these events please use contact information provided: For New Creation Singers
rehearsals (David 273-7864)~ Morning Meditation (Tony 277-1158)~Bible Study ~Choir Rehearsals , (Jennif er 277-
7664).

Thursday May 1 7:00pm Choir Rehearsal
Saturday May 3 1:00pm YFOFFI Practice
Sunday May 4 10:00am Worship-Com munion
11:15am Coffee & Conv ersation
11:30am Church Classes
2:00pm Sacred Harp Singers
Monday May 5 7:00pm Bible Study
Tuesday May 6 5:30pm 12 Step Program
Wednesday May 7 8:15am Morning Meditation
7:00pm Contemplative Prayer
Thursday May 8 7:00pm Choir Rehearsal
Saturday May 10 1:00pm YFOFFI Practice
Sunday May 11 10:00am WORSHIP
11:30am Brunch & Boards
11:30am Church Classes
Monday May 12 7:00pm New Creation Singers
7:00pm Bible Study
Tuesday May 13 7:00am ACT Meeting
5:00am Constitution Committee Meeting
5:30pm 12 Step Program
Wednesday May 14 8:15am Morning Meditation
7:00pm Contemplative Prayer
Thursday May 15 7:00pm Choir Rehearsal
Saturday May 17 6:00pm FIRST BAPTIST TALENT SHOW! For info, see
the ad in this newsletter or contact Janet Cotraccia
Sunday May 18 10:00am WORSHIP
11:15am Coffee & Conv ersation
11:30am Church Classes
2:00pm Sacred Harp Singers
Monday May 19 7:00pm Bible Study
Tuesday May 20 5:30pm 12 Step Program
Wednesday May 21 8:15am Morning Meditation
5:30pm Church School Dinner
7:00pm Contemplative Prayer
Thursday May 22 7:00pm Choir Rehearsal
Saturday May 24 1:00pm YFOFFI Practice
Sunday May 25 10:00am WORSHIP
11:15am Coffee & Conv ersation
11:30am Church Classes
Monday May 26 7:00pm Bible Study
Tuesday May 27 5:30pm 12 Step Program
Wednesday May 28 8:15am Morning Meditation
7:00pm Contemplative Prayer
Thursday May 29 7:00pm Choir Rehearsal
Saturday May 31 1:00pm YFOFFI Pactice
Sunday June 1 10:00am Worship-Com munion
11:15am Coffee & Conv ersation
11:30am Church Classes
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2:00pm Sacred Harp Singers
Monday June 2 7:00pm Bible Study

L ectionary Readings for May

May 4- Ascension of the Lord
Acts 1:1-11; Psalm 47 or Psalm 93; Ephesians 1:15-23; Luke 24:44-53
May 11- Day of Pentecost
Acts 2:1-21 or Numbers 11:24-30; Psalm 104:24-34, 35b; | Corinthians 12:3b-13 or A cts 2:1-21;
John 20:19-23 or John 7: 37-39
May 18- Trinity Sunday
Genesis 1:1-2:4a; Psalm 8; Il Corinthians 13:11-13; Matthew 28: 16-20
May 25
Isaiah 49:8-16a; Psalm 131; | Corinth ians 4:1-5; Matthew 6: 24-34

FIRST BAPTIST DIRECTORY

A new First Baptist Local Members and Friends directory is available. It has been sent
electronically via email to many already with great reviews! If you would like to
receive your directory via email in PDF format, please give us your email address by
emailing fbdewitt@verizon.net or calling the church office at 273-5800 and we will
send you one.

Copies of the directory in paper form will be available soon during Sunday services. If
you would like to pick one up during the week, please let Beth know in the church
office and she will set one aside for you.

First Baptist Church Office Hours:

Office hours are generally Tuesday-Friday 9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. During the Summer months, the office is
closed on Fridays. Beth will be out of the office the last week of May and the first week of July. Please
have all information necessary for newsletters and bulletins available to her in a timely manner so you are
assured that they will appear as you would like.

Rev. Rose is generally in the office Mon. 1:00p.m.-5:00p.m., Tues-Thurs 9:30-Noon, but is not in on Friday.
Rev. Rose will be out of the office June 12th-25th. Rev Kenneth Clark, Director of Cornell United Religious
Work, will be leading the service on June 15t

Program Associate, Kris Scott, has limited hours in the Summer months. If you would like to speak with
her or make an appointment, you may call her directly, or leave a message for her in the church office.
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If you need to meet with someone in the office, please call first to be sure someone is available.

Rev. Rose is available at other times by appointment.

If youwould like to receive the In S piriter, the newsletter of the Association of Welcoming and A ffirming
B aptists, you may find it online at http:/ /wwwwvwabaptists.org
Selectitinthe " StayingIn T ouch With Y ou” section.

One-On-One Voluntee r Financial Educa tor Oppo rtunity

Cornell Cooperative Extension® One-On-One Financial Management
Program is looking for volunteer Money management Educators.
These volunteers partner with individuals who are looking to create
solutions to reach their financial goals.
This is a perfect opportunity to:

B Empower others through education

b Strengthen the financial wellbeing of households in your community

b Expand your knowledge of financial tools and techniques

B enhance your marketable skills

If interested, or for more information, please contact Alexis Heath via
email at ach95@cornell.edu or call 272-2292. Additional trainings will
be available throughout the year so please contact if you would be
interested in joining at a later date.
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The Brass Menagerie...

...a brass ensemble will be performing at
Trinity Episcopal Church
May 10™ at 7:30 p.m.
Featuring music by Grainger, Elgar,
Dukas, Bach, and including
Scheidt’s Canzona Bergamasca

A free will offering will be accepted and
a reception will follow. For more
information, please call
Trinity Church at 732-3241
Trinity Church is located on the corner
of Church and Main Streets, Elmira, NY
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